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necessary to coin money, some months in advance clay
moulds are constructed and thoroughly dried. The
obverse and reverse of the money to be cast is then
cut in the mould, the obverse bearing the designation of
the sovereign above and below the hole, with the words
tung paou (coinage) on either side thereof, while the
reverse has two Mantchoo characters, the one on the left
of the hole signifying the Chinese word "paouJJ (mint),
and the right hand character giving the name of the mint
whence it is issued, There are two great mints in Pekin,
namely, in the Soared of Revenue and Board of "Works,
whence the coin is circulated to the various provincial
mints for imitation* Most of the provinces have a mint
established in the provincial capital, although from time
to time the mints are closed. The characters being thus
cut, the two parts of the mould are joined. Each mould
contains twenty-seven coins, thirteen on each side and one
at the top. The furnaces being heated, the alloy is care-
fully weighed out in its respective proportions, and being
melted, is poured into the moulds. Time being allowed
for the metal to cool, the mould is opened, and the cash
(t sword," as it is called, is taken out. One of these cash
swords is here exhibited, showing the method by which
the cash is made. The mould is broken up after each
operation; defective coins are of course of frequent occur-
rence. The cash are now clipped off the stem and strung
on slips of bamboo, and a workman, taking this in his
hands, rolls the coins backwards and forwards on a flat
stone until the edges are smoothed round. The coins
thence pass through the office of the treasurer into circu-
lation. Each workman at the mint furnaces has his
particular duties, and receives about 200 cash (5d*) per
day. The copper which is used in the coinage is brought
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